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Well, it’s upon us.  Christmas 2023!  But before we go there, let’s celebrate the 4th Sunday 
of Advent.  The gospel we hear today is the same we heard on the Solemnity of the Immacu-
late ConcepƟon.  Mary’s “yes” was to transform the world and be the first human step toward 
embracing the new and eternal covenant.  It was not a new plan for the Lord God, who knew 
this would become necessary from the beginning of creaƟon and the beginning of Ɵme.  Our 
first reading from 2 Samuel no doubt was chosen to remind us of the foundaƟon of that plan in 
King David.  In the gospels, Jesus will later be called, “Son of David”.  But there is almost a 
comical moment when David decides he should “help out” God by making a proper dwelling 
place for him.  God swiŌly puts it all in context: “It was I who took you from the pasture.”  Da-
vid had goƩen caught up in being the king and had forgoƩen the source of his power and, tru-
ly, the only real power.  On the last day of reflecƟon for Advent, we might take a hint from 
that reading as we move into the Christmas Season.  Preparing the way of the Lord opens our 
minds and hearts to the awareness that Jesus Christ, though Son of David, is first and always 
Son of God and he calls us to follow his way of life and abandon our designs so to embrace his.  
Then we are ready for Christmas! 

As I’m wriƟng this note - a liƩle early due to date set by the bulleƟn publisher – we are not 
even halfway to raising the funds for the building of a house in Guatemala, like we did last 
year.  (In fact, last year we raised enough for a house and a half!)  I’m extending our campaign 
to the end of the calendar year, so if you’re interested and able, please do consider a special 
year-end giŌ to change the life of a family struggling in severe poverty and liƩle security.  We 
need just over $10,800 to accomplish that as a parish.   

Another wonderful need in this giving Ɵme of year is highlighted in our first ever One 
Church collecƟon.  This will be taken up by all the parishes in the diocese as a second collecƟon 
on Christmas Day.  It will become an annual collecƟon to support a parish’s unique need.  For 
this first year, St. Peter Canisius Church was chosen as they have struggled for years to raise 
the money for a long overdue expansion to accommodate everyone for Sunday Mass.  You’ll 
find envelopes in our pews and they can be placed in the collecƟon basket today or on Christ-
mas.  On behalf of the Catholic folks out in Sun Valley, thanks for your help! 

I hope and pray that you will have a very joyous and grace-filled Christmas.  For those who 
may be here out of town visiƟng family or using a Christmas long weekend to get away, may 
the change of scenery grant you Ɵme to reflect on the great giŌ of Jesus Christ in your life.  
Come and enjoy our Christmas celebraƟons to help make that happen.  And for all who belong 
to our parish family, I hope to see you at those celebraƟons.  It is Ɵmes of year like these that I 
find myself especially grateful that, for those of us alone as well as those who have big fami-
lies, and everything in between, we can gather around the Table of the Lord and be made 
whole, welcome members of the family of God. 
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¡Llegó la Navidad 2023!  Pero primero celebremos el 4º Domingo de Adviento.  El evangelio 
de hoy, es el mismo que escuchamos en la solemnidad de la Inmaculada Concepción de María.  
El "sí" de María fue para transformar al mundo y el primer paso humano hacia la aceptación de 
la nueva y eterna alianza.  No era un plan nuevo para el Señor Dios, quien sabía que esto sería 
necesario desde el principio de la creación y el principio de los Ɵempos.  Nuestra 1a lectura de 
2 Samuel sin duda fue elegida para recordarnos el fundamento de ese plan en el rey David.  En 
los evangelios, Jesús será llamado "Hijo de David".  Pero hay un momento casi cómico en el 
que David decide que debe "ayudar" a Dios haciéndole una morada adecuada.  Dios rápida-
mente lo pone todo en contexto: "Fui yo quien te sacó de los apriscos".  David se había queda-
do atrapado en ser el rey y había olvidado la fuente de su poder y, verdaderamente, el único 
poder real.  En el úlƟmo día de reflexión para el Adviento, podríamos tomar una pista de esa 
lectura a medida que avanzamos hacia la temporada navideña.  Preparar el camino del Señor 
abre nuestra mente y nuestro corazón a la conciencia de que Jesucristo, aunque Hijo de David, 
es ante todo y siempre Hijo de Dios y nos llama a seguir su camino de vida y abandonar nues-
tros designios para abrazar el suyo.  ¡Entonces estamos listos para la Navidad! 

Mientras escribo estas notas, un poco antes de la fecha fijada por el editor del boleơn, no 
estamos ni a mitad de camino para recaudar los fondos para la construcción de una casa en 
Guatemala, como lo hicimos el año pasado.  (De hecho, el año pasado recaudamos suficiente 
para una casa y media).  Estoy extendiendo nuestra campaña hasta el final de este año, así 
que, si está interesado y puede, considere un regalo especial de fin de año para cambiar la vida 
de una familia que lucha en la pobreza y la poca seguridad.  Necesitamos un poco más de 
$10,800 para lograr esta meta como parroquia.   

Otra necesidad maravillosa en esta época del año se destaca en nuestra primera colecta 
anual, Una Iglesia.  Esta será una segunda colecta el día de Navidad en todas las parroquias de 
la diócesis.  La meta es para apoyar una necesidad única de una parroquia.  Este primer año, se 
eligió la Iglesia en Sun Valley, ya que han luchado arduamente para recaudar el dinero para 
una expansión.  Tenemos sobres especiales disponibles en las bancas, usted puede depositar-
los en la canasta de la colecta.  En nombre de la comunidad católica de Sun Valley, ¡gracias por 
su ayuda! 

Espero y pido a Dios que tengan una Navidad alegre y llena de gracia.  Para aquellos que 
nos visitan, que el cambio de escenario les otorgue Ɵempo para reflexionar sobre el gran rega-
lo de Jesucristo en sus vidas.  Les invitamos a que nos acompañen en nuestras celebraciones 
navideñas.  Y para todos los que pertenecen a nuestra familia parroquial, espero verlos en esas 
celebraciones.  Es en épocas del año como estas en las que me siento agradecido de que, para 
aquellos de nosotros solos, así como para aquellos que Ɵenen familias numerosas, podamos 
reunirnos alrededor de la Mesa del Señor y ser bienvenidos a la familia de Dios. 
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 MASS INTENTIONS 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23 

8:00 AM 
 

4:30 PM 

THOMAS GRANDCHILDREN 
4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT VIGIL 
† AL SUAREZ 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2023—4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 7:30 AM 
 9:30 AM 
11:30 AM 

† BENJAMIN ROSALEZ 
† † CHESTER & LENA GREEN 
† JOSE CARLOS MENDOZA CAMPOS 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24—NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
4:00 PM 
6:00 PM 
9:00 PM 

PEOPLE OF ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CATHEDRAL 
CHRISTOPHER & JOSE MARIA TORRES-B-DAY 
DAVID MARCUS 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 25—THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
8:00 AM 

10:00 AM 
NOON 

FOR THE HEALTH OF NITA LONGOBARDO 
† TONY D’ANDREA 
† MILLIE TLACHAC 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26—SAINT STEPHEN 
 7:00 AM 
12:10 PM 

† LOUISE BIERCE 
† RICK SLAUGHTER 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 27—SAINT JOHN 
7:00 AM 
6:30 PM 

ALFRED & MILLIE BOLTON 
† IGNACIA DORANTES 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 28—HOLY INNOCENTS 
7:00 AM 

12:10 PM 
JACK HALLSTED—BIRTHDAY 
THERESADA DOAN 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 29—5TH DAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE 

7:00 AM PAUL DOAN 

8:00 AM 
4:30 PM 

FOR THE RETURN OF FAMILY MEMBERS TO THE FAITH 
FOR THE HEALTH OF EULALIA JIMENEZ 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30 

Women of St. Thomas Aquinas 
Our Winter Bake Sale at the beginning of 
the month was a success. 
Thank you all for the beautiful baked 
goods.  Proceeds will benefit the Stained-
Glass Restoration Project. 
 

Next Meeting January 11, at 5:00 PM 

in Righini Hall.  Bring a snack to share. 
 

2nd Annual Wine Tasting/Silent Auc-
tion, Friday, February 9th at 6 PM at the 
McKinley Arts & Culture Center, 
925 Riverside Dr. Reno. 

Tickets on Sale after Masses Starting 
January 7.  $35.00 cash or check. 

Saturday, January 20, 2024 ~ Civic Center Plaza 
Rally 12:30—1:30 PM Walk 1:30 PM 

Seat on bus $20 
Bus will depart from St. Albert Parish in Reno at 6 AM & 
returning at 9 PM. Questions? Contact Kristin Mareno at 
775-747-1617 or stalscdc@stalbertreno.org. 

HABITS OF HOLINESS: 
RULE OF ST. BENEDICT FOR THE LAITY 

PRESENTED BY DEACON JOSEPH BELL 
Sunday, January 14, 2024 

from 2:00-3:00 PM in Righini Hall. 
 

Join us for a little snack, a little talk 
and lots of fellowship. 

 

P  RSVP : 
Jil Lehr at 

jlehr2@att.net or  
805-231-4632 



 

2024 Dංඈർൾඌൺඇ Cඈඇൿൾඋൾඇർൾ 
“The Eucharist: Our Source of Mission” 

January 5 & 6 at the Nugget Casino Resort 
VISIT THE HIGH DESERT CATHOLIC WEBSITE FOR REGISTRATION, SPEAKER 

BIOGRAPHIES, SESSION DETAILS, AND WEEKEND SCHEDULE.  
FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, HARD COPIES OF THE REGISTRATION BROCHURE ARE 

AVAILABLE IN THE PARISH OFFICE. 

The Parish Office will be closed on 
December 25 & 26 & January 1 & 2. 

O  C  ~ C  S  C  
During this time of Advent expectation and reflection, I ask that you prayerfully consider supporting a 
deserving member of the diocesan family who needs our help. This year, we begin a new collection 
called One Church with the hope that all Catholics in northern Nevada will join together in supporting 
a particular ministry with outstanding need. This first annual collection will benefit St. Peter Canisius 
Parish in Sun Valley -- a parish that has greatly outgrown its current worship and facility space and 
whose parishioners are 98% Hispanic. Please see the envelopes in your pews or the posters placed 
by the entrance of the church to read more about the needs of St. Peter Canisius Parish and how 
your contribution can help our Catholic brothers and sisters.  
YOU CAN RETURN YOUR DONATION ENVELOPE IN ANY OF THE REGULAR COLLECTIONS THROUGHOUT THE 
SUNDAYS OF ADVENT OR BRING IT WITH YOU TO CHRISTMAS MASS. 
 

THANK YOU, 

+DANIEL MUEGGENBORG, BISHOP OF RENO 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE* 
CHRISTMAS EVE (SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24): 4:00 PM (CHILDREN’S MASS ) 
 6:00 PM (SPANISH)  
 9:00 PM (ENGLISH) 
CHRISTMAS DAY (MONDAY, DECEMBER 25) 8:00 AM 
 10:00 AM (ENGLISH) 
 12-NOON (BILINGUAL) 

*NOTE THAT THESE MASSES WILL BE FOR CHRISTMAS AND 
NOT THE 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT. 



 



 

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 
Date 1st Collection 2nd Collection 2nd Special Collection To Benefit 
December 3 
December 8 
December 10 
December 17 
December 24 
December 25 
December 31 
January 7, 20241 
January 14, 2024 

$11,199 
$2,313 
$7,531 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 

$3,307 
— 
$3,744 
— 
— 
$ 
— 
$ 
$ 

Loan Payment 
Immaculate Conception 
Retirement Fund for Religious 
No 2nd Collection 
No 2nd Collection 
One Church/St. Peter Canisius in Sun Valley 
No 2nd Collection 
Long Term Repairs 
Church in Latin America 

LET US PRAY FOR… / OREMOS POR…  
US Servicemen & Women, Nita Longobardo, Patsy Meyers Emery, Ray & Chris Kitt, Baby Lily Johnson, Marie Roberts, 
Laura Salazar, Tim Bauer, Tim Strohauer, Jack Hallsted, Elvia Mendez, Joseph Gezelin, Dominador Batac, John E. Kelly, 

Rose Fazio, Patty King, Eulalia Jimenez, Jaime Mariscal, Donald Walls Sr, Janet Kemp, Susan Moser, Nick Rossi Sr,  
Paty Tellez, James Czeck, Margarita Marshall, Heidi Gibson, Jerry Tellers, Charlie & Linda Gill, Jovita Mendoza, 

DougTodd, Skyler Awisus, Joyce Flynn, Kriss & Zenaida Janoski, John Zepeda, Sayra Gutierrez, Ed & Maria Slaughter, 
Tillie Pugliesi, Kristen Monibi, Hector, Bertha, Daniel, Linda & Luz Ibarra. 

CSA Goal $124,183 
Pledges: 151 of 300 parishioners 
Pledged:   $133,453 
Received: $123,553 

ONLINE GIVING 
December 4—8: $3,003 
December 11-15: $ 
December 18-22: $ 

9:30AM Sunday Mass is live streamed via YouTube: DIOCESE OF RENO CHANNEL 
S  M  

Vigil-Saturday: 4:30 PM  
Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM, 4:00 PM 

& 6:00PM–Misa en español 
 

W  M  
Monday: 12:10PM 

Tuesday & Thursday: 7:00AM & 12:10 PM 
Wednesday & Friday: 7:00 AM 

Miercoles: 6:30 PM Misa en español 
Saturday: 8:00AM 

 

HOLIDAYS: 9:00 AM 

A  
Thursday: 1:00—5:30 PM concludes with 

benediction 
 

R /C  
Thursday 5:30—6:30 PM 
Saturday 3:00—4:00 PM 

 
P  R   P -A  

H  M  
WWW.HOPEAFTERABORTION.ORG. 

 

HELPLINE, NONJUDGMENTAL & CONFIDENTIAL: 
Visit: www.renodiocese.org for more resources. 
775-326-9445~ENGLISH ~ 775-326-9420~SPANISH 

 

Night: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96: 1-3, 11-13/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14  
 Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20  
 Day: Is 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 

 
1Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12/Jn 20:1-8 

1Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-8/Mt 2:13-18 
1  
1  
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(775) 826-9765
www.santiagolandscape.com

(775) 826-9765
www.santiagolandscape.com

“If Water Runs
Through It, We Do It!”

775-843-6695
Jose Inurriaga, Owner & Parishioner

“Professionalism with
Compassion during your time of need”
Pre Planning Available

5301 Longley Lane, Bldg E183 • Reno, NV
775-827-3700 • Family Owned & Operated

Authentic 
Mexican 

Food!
Delicious & Affordable Mexican food!

Sun.-Thurs. 6am-11:30pm
Fri. & Sat. 24 Hours

5 Star Mexican Cuisine
4950 S. Virginia St., Reno, NV

(775) 826-4144
taquerialamichoacanareno.com

Nevada

CatholicMatch.com/NV

Our Mother of Sorrows Catholic Cemetery
2700 N. Virginia St. • Reno

775-323-0133
Advance Planning Program

Se Habla Español - No Obligation

www.catholiccemeteryreno.org

1350 Stardust, Ste 3A

Reno, NV 89503

775-348-0571
cateringbycreme.com

FULL SERVICE CATERING

J & H CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE, LLC
LICENSED & BONDED NEVADA NO. 0098742

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
ASPHALT SERVICES

SEALCOATING • LINE STRIPPING
PRESERVATION • PATCHING

RUBBERIZED CRACK FILLING
(775) 505-4552  (775) 300-2442

Sierra Chapel- 775.323.7189
waltonsfuneralhomes.com

 

   

 


